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Conducted by

setting. To do this we feature many support sys-

Dr. Marjorie Carson

tems for our students both within and outside of

Academic Services Vice President
Salt Lake Community College

classes. Student government, course tutors,
discipline-related student organizations and
discipline-related student job experience are only
several of the many ways instruction is enhanced
by assisting students to gain additional skills that
augment their individual programs of study.
As a college community, we are committed to vocational-technical education resulting
in marketable job skills in a changing world. We
talk about exit competence-the importance of

each student having the skills, upon successful
completion, to compete in the workforce and to
have the necessary skills upon which to build as
workforce needs change.
Welcome to the Salt Lake Community
College convocation. This is the fifth annual
Salt Lake Community College convocation and

We are committed to general education and
professional programs for transfer to other col-

my first. It is a privilege to join you as we cel-

leges and universities. The quest of this knowl-

ebrate our College on this very special day.

edge, the enthusiasm for acquiring additional
knowledge, the curiosity that spurs lifelong

Convocation is a ceremonial event. It is

learning is measured through introduction to new

an opportunity for the community to come

ideas and intellectual stimulation. Thinking ere-

together to celebrate and reaffirm our com-

atively is valued and encouraged.

mitment to our College mission and to our
College values. It is an opportunity to reaffirm

We are committed to adult and continuing

our belief in and dedication to what community

education in cooperation with business and in-

colleges provide. It is an opportunity to reflect

dustry. We realize as a college community that

on success and renew our energies to address
current and future challenges with creativity, tal-

education whether formal, informal, or both,
continues for life. We never stop learning.

ent, caring and joy.

Learning is exciting, stimulating, joyous. We
design courses and programs of study with this

Our Salt Lake Community College mission focuses on students' needs in an open-door

realization and with our dedication to its value
and work.

We believe in actively, positively promot-

ability and opportunity to be a self-directed, ef-

Welcome by

our mission, we are committed to helping

ing developmental education designed to sup-

fective learner. As faculty, and all of the others

Dr. Frank W. Budd

students change their lives forever. This is a

port students making a special transition to col-

of us who support the learning process, we trea-

President

responsibility and a challenge we take very

lege life. All of us here today realize that each

sure each student's successes in enhancing in-

Salt Lake Community College

seriously. We rejoice together in this opportunity

person is unique, each person has a readiness

dividual ability to learn and to apply that learn-

and, yes, at times we even marvel at what we

level, each person has needs. Some of us need

ing in individually creative ways for the better-

can unitedly accomplish.

to improve our reading ability, some of us need

ment of our lives.

to enhance our command of the English language, some of us need better mathematics skills,

Each of us reaffirms the pride we take in

some of us need more self-confidence in our own

doing the best job we know how to do in the

abilities to succeed in college, on the job and in

role each of us plays here today. As community

life . .

members, we thank you for your contribution
of continued loyalty, support and encourageWe are committed to community services

ment. As students, please know and hear again,

education. We believe in and provide service

you are why we are here. As staff, we take

and activities that promote community involve-

pride in providing students and everyone a

ment. We believe in and provide student ser-

beautiful, clean setting in which to learn, a car-

vices which support education and promote our

ing environment where everyone is valued and

individual abilities to make responsible choices.

appreciated.

Honored guests, faculty, staff and students
-welcome to this very special day. This is the

We truly care about our students and our

Thank you for joining in today's celebra-

fifth annual convocation for Salt Lake

community. We care about and support each

tion of student learning-in our affirmation to

Community College and you are now part of a

other. We do this by demonstrating through our

our College mission-in our commitment to our

very important tradition.

actions that we treasure learning--each person's

College values.

In addition to the learning-teaching climate
we work daily to ensure, it is OK to have fun.
We want all who come to us to learn, of course.
But, in addition, we want you to experience the
fun of new discovery, the exhilaration of
accomplishment and the value of friendships that
will endure through the years. We want you to
be part of student life, to leave here at the
appropriate time with knowledge, skills,
relationships and memories of what can be the
most important time of your life. That is why
we are here today.
Now, I ask each of you to look around you.
Please take a mental snapshot of what you seeand remember, five years ago, you would not
have see what you see today. Five years ago, if
you would have looked to the west, you would

It is absolutely essential that we stop our

have seen an old alfalfa field, weeds, mud and a

routine activities for an hour or two, once a year,

mess. You would not have seen a new library, a

to celebrate our academic and intellectual

new Lifetime Activities Center or a science

heritage. We are a true community college and

building. You would not have seen beautiful

we are proud of it.

greenery and lawns. Nor would you have been
sitting in this wonderful amphitheater. Five

As I look about today, I see many familiar

years ago, most of what you see still was a

faces, and many, many new faces. To all I say-

dream. Today, indeed, you are witnesses and

you have selected a great place to be.

beneficiaries of the realization of that dream.

A community college is, by its nature,

Earlier this morning, we officially

many things to many people. For each facet of

dedicated this beautiful Alder Amphitheater.

This was a dream of one of your past
studentbody presidents, David Carlson. He

Address by
Lisa Bickmore

Faculty Senate President
place for students to gather for programs during · Salt Lake Community College
the year. He envisioned a stage with a bermed
lawn area for student programs and other
College events.

the education that gives us hope in our individual

choosing." Agents, then, within our moment,

and our collective futures.

we nonetheless must contend with circumstances

came to some of us and explained his idea of a

At that time, we did not have the resources
to construct such a facility. So, we turned to
Lake Community College for many years-Mr.
Jack Alder. This very generous man put his
resources, his time, his energy, into building this
great amphitheater. This is a facility that will
endure throughout time. It will serve thousands
and thousands of students and community
members in the true sense of a community

I, too, am honored and also humbled to

college. Mr. Jack Alder, will you please stand

represent the faculty of SLCC on this day, when

and accept our expression of appreciation to
you?

we gather with ceremony to note the beginning
of another academic year and the serious
endeavor which all of us in this community

morning. Please accept my welcome-my best
wishes-my gratitude for all that each of you
do to make this College a very, special place.
Thank you.

We are here because we believe that an

acute and our eyes open. We may not choose

education will make a difference, will improve

another moment in history. This moment is ours.

our own material circumstances and those of our

But we can choose how we will respond to this

families; that it will enrich our lives and enable
a more profound, more meaningful participation

moment. We can choose not only the work for
which we will educate ourselves, but also the

in civic and community life.

questions we will ask of that work. What
questions will you ask of the world in which

one who has been a friend and supporter of Salt

Now, there is a wonderful program for this

we did not choose. Our understanding must be

share. We stand together, all of us, at a moment
in history invested with similar gravity.
Our nation has held education to be
perhaps the most crucial prerequisite to the
practice of a democracy; and we stand as
witnesses to, and evidence of, the long and
continuing struggle to make education available
and accessible to all.
Many of us are here today because of this
struggle. Many of us are here today because
others have sacrificed and because we ourselves
have made sacrifices so that we might obtain

Yet our moment in history makes such

you live, struggle and work? Will you ask of

hopes less certain. We have all by now heard

that world what is just? What is right? What is

the news: the nature of work is changing and is

fair? Asking such questions is an important

continuing to change in radical and

beginning, though it is only the beginning. We

unpredictable ways. The explosive growth of

must ask, but also must act upon our questions.

technology has transformed the workplace; the

We must seek ways to transform the world, so

manufacturing jobs that were once the means

that it is a more fit place not only for ourselves,

by which people moved into a more secure

but for all, in which to live and work.

economic life have all but disappeared from the

citizens of this nation debate issues of global

"We may not choose another moment
in history. This moment is ours. But
we can choose how we wiU respond to

·trade, the rights of workers and the security of

this moment."

face of the American economy. Those entrusted
with the power to legislate on behalf of the

jobs and make decisions that benefit the few and
put in peril the future of many. Moreover, fewer

All of us who stand here today share the

citizens than ever before participate in our public

responsibility for continuing to realize the

and political life; fewer and fewer people feel

potential that education represents in our vision

that the public world of government will respond

of a democratic society. As your teachers, we

to their concerns. We believe that education will

must work to make an institution that promotes

better our lives, but the circumstances that must

and also exemplifies that vision. We must think

be bettered are grave, indeed.

critically and not cynically about the place that
schools such as ours might serve in that society,

On this matter, a 19th century political

which has shone before us in grand possibility.

philosopher had some prescient words. He said,

And as students, yours is the greatest potential

"Men make their own history, but they do not

of all: to find for yourselves the knowledge that

make it under circumstances of their own

will enable you to take up your part in

dismantling what is unjust, to frame a society

when I wear these robes I feel like a graduate.

the kind of support and care

that makes a good and rich life for everyone its

She smiled back at me and said, "You've been

that I am here speaking

reason for being.

here for two and a half years, aren't you

before you today. We have

supposed to be a graduate?"

the

You can become the

knowledge-makers, those who will think, read,
write and act, carrying us forward to a work of
transformation and a work of hope.

Address by
Chesley J. Barnes
Student Association President
Salt Lake Community College

best

staff,

an

administration that cares
In the two and half years that I have been

about the educational

attending Salt Lake Community College, I have

experience of all those who

seen great strides to broaden communication

ll

attend this school, and

between the students and administration. I have

above all, we have the best

seen an institution that is made up of diverse

students in the great state of

groups of people. Yet we are still one family.

Utah!

When I compare this institution to the

There are a lot of

others in this state, I see many differences. We

values that are important to

do not have a huge research library like Utah
State University; we do not have 25,000 students

us here at SLCC. They range from community
involvement, creativity, diversity and

like the University of Utah-yet. We do not

expression, just to mention a few. The one that

have the year-round summer weather that they

stands most clear in my experience, however, is

do down at Dixie College, the canyons and hills

that of people.

like Snow College, yet we still do so much, with
the little we do have. And we still do it better
than anybody!
When I thought about that particular
Salt Lake Community College, good

statement, I couldn't help but ask myself why?

morning! It is a great privilege and honor for

The answer is simple; it is because we have the

me to represent the students of Salt Lake

greatest natural resource right here at Salt Lake

Community College at this convocation. As I

Community College.

thought about what I would share with you today,
I felt it important to touch on some of the values

We have the best faculty-people who are

that the College portrays to the community and

willing to support their students inside and

how our students fit into this picture.

outside of the classroom. One perfect example

Introduction of Keynote Speaker
Dr. Frank W. Budd
President
Salt Lake Community College
Dr. Terry O'Banion is the executive direc-

At Salt Lake Community College, we

tor of the League for Innovation in the Commu-

value each student, faculty and staff member and

nity College, which is an international consor-

believe that all should be treated with care,

tium of leading community colleges in the

equity, respect and empathy.

We value

United States and Canada dedicated to experi-

opportunity for growth, recognition and reward.

mentation and innovation. In 1993, the League
celebrated its 25th anniversary and was cited as

When I came to Salt Lake Community

the most significant organization in the commu-

College two and a half years ago from Eastern

nity college field. Certainly, it's an outstanding

Canada, I worried about where I would find my

organization and one that provides leadership

place. Instead, a place found me, a community

for all community colleges.

found me and a family found me.
Dr. O'Banion holds his bachelor's and master's

of this is Professor Victor Aikhionbare. Victor

And that is what Salt Lake Community

degrees in English and speech and master's in

Since my wife and little baby boy are here

encouraged me to take part in student politics.

College means to me: it is a College made of

guidance and counseling from the University of

this morning, I would just like to say, that I

He was a partner with one of our students who

students and our students are our community.

Florida and his Ph.D. in educational adminis-

mentioned to my wife a couple of days ago that

was involved with our senate. It is because of

Thank you.

tration from Florida State University.

Remarks of

and the teachers who taught our teachers. And

more drastically than they have since they

ence in community college education during

Dr. Terry O'Banion

while the tradition of the convocation links us

assumed their present form more than 300 years

which time he has served as the dean of stu-

Executive Director, League for Innovation in
the Community College

with the past, it also links us to the future. This

ago when they organized themselves around the
printed book."

He has had more than 36 years of experi-

dents in two Florida community colleges, as a

convocation is a contemporary public statement

professor of community college education at the

about the dedication Salt Lake Community

University of Illinois-Urbana, where he was se-

College makes to you, its students, and to this

The drastic change that is just beginning

lected for seven years as the outstanding teacher.

community to provide a world-class education

for education was triggered 13 years ago by one

He has served as a visiting professor at the Uni-

for anyone and everyone who walks through its
doors.

of Utah's favorite sons, Terrell H. Bell, and one

versity of California-Berkeley, University of
Hawaii, University of Lethbridge in Canada and

of the creative solutions to that drastic change
is being addressed today by another favorite

chancellor for education for the Dallas Commu-

Those who love tradition, however, must
live today and with an incredible paradox that

nity College system and district and a distin-

creates great anxiety. The educational system

Ted Bell died several months ago and we

guished visiting professor at the University of

we have come to love; the school experience

Texas-Austin.

that every teacher and every administrator and

will miss his calm, measured leadership on the
national scene.

Florida State University. He also has been vice

Utah son, Governor Mike Leavitt.

every high school graduate here today has
Dr. O'Banion is the author of 12 books on

learned to navigate successfully; the educational

Quoting fromANationAtRisk, 1983: "Our

the community college and his newest book, The

enterprise at Salt Lake Community College to

nation is at risk. We report to the American

Learning College, will be published late this

President Budd, members of the Board of

which you have entrusted your immediate future

people that while we can take justifiable pride

year, 1996. His 1994 book, Teaching and Learn-

Trustees, distinguished faculty, friends of Salt

-is about to experience such earth-shattering

in what our schools and colleges have

ing in the Community College, continues to be a

Lake Community College and treasured

change that it is almost impossible to predict the

historically accomplished and contributed to the

best seller at the American Association of Com-

students.

future for education.

United States and the well-being of its people,

munity Colleges. In addition to his books, he
has authored more than 100 articles and chap-

This is my 38th year as an educator

Peter Drucker has said, "Every few

ters dealing with various aspects of community

participating in the beginning ceremonies of a

hundred years throughout western history, a

college education. Now I could go on, he has a

new school year. There is nothing quite so

sharp transformation has occurred. In a matter

very impressive and lengthy resume, but I be-

exciting and wonderful as the first days of school

of decades society altogether rearranges itself-

lieve we're here this morning to hear from Dr.

-unless perhaps it is the last days of school.

its world view, its basic values, its social and
political structures, its arts, its key institutions.

O'Banion, so please join me in welcoming Dr.
Terry O'Banion.

I love the rich traditions of education that
connect us to a long line of teachers who through

Fifty years later a new world exists .... Our age
is such a period of transformation."

"A community college is, by its nature,

their dedication would do nothing more than

many things to many people. For each

"gladly learn and gladly te~ch." This academic

Drucker also considered the situation of

facet of our mission, we are committed

regalia connects us today to our ancestral

schools in this age of transformation and said,

to helping students change their lives

mentors as far back as a thousand years and

"It is a safe predication that in the next 50 years,

forever."

through these traditions we honor our teachers

schools and universities will change more and

the educational foundations of our society are

We inherited an architecture of education that

that's where the professors and information

presently being eroded by a rising tide of

makes school time-bound, place-bound,

were, but technology is changing all that.

mediocrity that threatens our very future as a

efficiency-bound and role-bound.

Education no longer has to be bound by place.
In the Knowledge Age, the knowledge will go

nation and as a people. If an unfriendly foreign
force had attempted to impose on America the

Roger Moe, the Senate majority leader in

mediocre educational performance that exists

the state of Minnesota, has said that the real

today, we might well have viewed it as an act

problem we face in changing education is that

of war.

education is "a thousand years of tradition
wrapped in a hundred years of bureaucracy."

• Only eight states required high schools

where the people are."

"Education no longer has to be
bound by place. In the Knowledge
Age, the knowledge will go where
the people are."

Let us take just one example of this

to offer foreign languages, but none
required students to take the courses.

inherited architecture, the idea that school is a

Your governor is reflecting an idea of one

• Thirty-five states required only one year

• Only about one-half of four-year college

series of buildings, a campus, a place-rather

creative enterprise to change education called

of mathematics and 36 required only one

graduates were able to demonstrate

than an experience in powerful learning.

the Virtual University. It is a project of the

year of science for a high school diploma.

intermediate levels of competence in

• Triggered most massive reform efforts
in the history of education.
• More than 100 national reports and 350

reading and interpreting prose such as
newspaper articles, and using elementary
arithmetic.

state task reports.
• Spending on public schools increased by
30 percent.
• Expanded assessment, increased

The Educational Testing Service reported,
"We note with concern that a 1993 survey of
competencies of college graduates reflects a

requirements for high school graduation,

statistically significant decline from those of an

improved standards for teaching,

earlier survey conducted in 1985."

developed new curricula, created special
programs.

Willard Daggett said, in 1992, "Despite 10
years of school reform, high school graduates in

In An American Imperative: Higher

Expectations for Higher Education, the 1993
commission reported outcomes of several

1991 are less prepared for society in general, and
the workplace in particular, than were graduates
of the 1980s."

major studies as well:
The problem with all of the educational
• Of recent bachelor's degree recipients in

reform initiated in 1983 is that we have been

1992, 26 percent did not earn a single

tweaking an old educational system that no longer

credit in history; 31 percent did not study

works: an agricultural model modified into an

mathematics of any kind.

industrial model.

Western Governor's Association for which
School is a place. It is a schoolhouse, a
schoolroom, a campus, a college. Sometimes
school occurs off-campus but obviously defined
in relationship to "campus." Young students go
to school. Young adults go off to college.
Incorrigible students are kicked out of school.
School and college, and the learning that occurs
in that context, is "over there."
It is external to everything else that goes
on in the learner and the society. It is cloistered,
private, sacrosanct territory. Speed zones control

Governor Leavitt has served as past chair. He
has been a leader in the creation of the Virtual
University because he views it as one response
to the fact that the number of college students in
Utah will double from 75,000 today to 150,000
in the next 10 years. The Virtual University also
is a response in preparation for Utah high school
students. Utah is the first state in the nation to
link all of its high schools to the internet. When
these technologically-savy students begin to
enter college, the college better be ready.

its outer edges and liquor stores cannot be built
within its perimeters. School is an ivory tower

But the Virtual University is only one

on the hill; it nestles in the gated groves of

example of new structures and processes that

academe.

are coming for education. Many other forms

Its residents do not mix with

"townies." School is a place.

and structures will emerge as creative faculty
and administrators and students confront the

Governor Leavitt said earlier this year,

paradox of holding onto traditions that have

"There was a time when if you wanted a college

value and creating new educational traditions

education you went to a college campus because

for the 21st century.

Salt Lake Community College, along with

alone" as well as in the poetic advice the fox

particularly sad about what lay ahead and

hundreds of institutions of higher education

whispered to the little prince, "It is only with

Merlyn said to him, ''The best thing for being

across the nation, is deeply involved in

the heart that one can see rightly, what is

sad . .. is to learn something. That is the only

reviewing its traditional mission and creating a

important is invisible to the eye."

thing that never fails. You may grow old and
trembling in your anatomies; you may lie awake

new mission for the year 2010. What Salt Lake
Community College will be like in only 14 years

We live in a time when everything catches

at night listening to the disorders of your veins;

will depend in great part on the dedication of

the eye-and the ear-but little is designed to

you may miss your only love; you may see the

this faculty, this administration, this Board of

catch our hearts. You will have to deal with this

world about you devastated by evil lunatics; or

Trustees, this community and the students at Salt

paradox as all of us do, some on a daily basis.

know your honor trampled in the sewer of baser

Lake Community College. As you confront the

minds. There is only one thing for it then-to

great paradox and dedicated yourselves to

What poets know and what many of those

learn. Learn why the world wags and what wags

making the changes that will make Salt Lake

called to the profession of teaching know is that

it. That is the only thing which the mind can

Community College continue as a world-class

how to "play the game" of education; they know

life is sweeter if you will pursue those things

never exhaust, never alienate, never be tortured

institution, I would like to share with you three

how to make A's; they know to sit in the front

that catch your heart. In a brief speech such as

by, never fear or distrust and never dream of

perspectives that may help bring grace and ease
to your efforts.

row and to write neatly within the lines. Students

this, it is difficult to convey the full experience

regretting. Learning is the thing for you."

often demand that teachers tell them exactly

and the full value of what we mean when we

what's on the test because the A seems to be the

urge you to pursue things of the heart. That is

only goal they pursue. All this will change in

the reason we often tum to poets who are artists

the 21st century if education makes the changes

in compressing meaning in a few words._ Jack

being prescribed by many of its current leaders.

Alder's father was a poet when he advised Jack,

I hope you as students will dedicate yourselves

"Money will come and go, but a good education

The first perspective is from the past,

to supporting and experimenting with the

will stay with you forever." I often tum to one

from John Maynard Keynes, who said, "The

changes that are coming for they are all designed

of my favorite poets, Langston Hughes, who

difficulty lies not so much in developing new

to make education better for you.

captures a great deal of meaning for me about

"The difficulty lies not so much
in developing new ideas as in
escaping from old ones."

ideas as in escaping from old ones." It is

heart things when he says:

difficult for faculty to give up cherished

The second perspective I want to leave you

traditions that have worked for them in the past,

with is reflected in the statement referenced in

"B irthin' is hard

but some of the new research on learning and

this convocation program. The statement

Dyin' is mean.

some of the new technologies just emerging

advises the following: Many things in life will

Ya better getcha yourselves

will free faculty members to become even

catch your eye, but few will catch your heart;
pursue those.

a little Iovin' in between."

greater teachers than they have been.

And finally, I share a perspective that
A number of colleges have begun to

This perspective on life has percolated

speaks to all of us; it is advice that the magician

implement major reforms and some of them have

through our poetry and our philosophy for

Merlyn gave to young King Arthur when he was

encountered a major barrier to change: students.

thousands of years. It is reflected in the bottom

unsure that he wanted to move forward to meet

Mter 12 years of high school students, know

line observation that "man does not live by bread

his destiny. Young King Arthur was feeling

