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Cadaveric Thoracic Cavity Dissection for Use In Human Anatomy Education

G Cristin Dixon Fail, Melaney B. Farr, Jeff Huffman, Melissa Walls
Biology Department, Salt Lake Community College, Salt Lake City, UT

Abstract Methodology Conclusion

Human cadaveric dissection provides the anatomy student structures . Beginning with a partially prosected cadaver, we dissected the major organs out of the thoracic cavity and saved for preservation and presentation.
that are difficult to investigate with textbook images or models alone. . Next, we removed posterior thoracic musculature and connective tissue to reveal intercostal arteries, veins, and various nerves and the

Cadavers are used to train students for forthcoming careers. The value sympathetic chain ganglia.
in studying through use of cadaveric dissection lies in the enhanced . We removed the bodies of each of the thoracic, lumbar and cervical vertebrae, as well as the anterior aspect of the sacrum to reveal the spinal cord. Having access to quality cadaver

comprehension of anatomical structures in the context of a human . For the final steps, we revealed the structures of the spinal cord, major nerves and plexuses in the thoracic region, and surrounding structures from an specimens for investigation in the

body. Their use is complementary to simulated animations and anterior aspect. - | o - o use of human anatomy education
therefore a valuable resource in preparing students for success. . The dissection process was documented by photography from start to finish, with permission and direction from the University of Utah Body Donor is a valuable resource. The

Program and SLCC Biology faculty. dissection we produced will be

preserved and used to help future
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Fig. 3a. Before dissection of anterior thoracic cavity Fig. 3b. During dissection of anterior thoracic cavity Fig. 3c. After dissection of anterior thoracic cavity
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Fig. 5. Major organ systems for presentation

Fig. 4. Preparation of cadaver for spinal cord dissection
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